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ROYALTON-HARTLAND CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

WINTER 2020 MID-YEAR UPDATE

Superintendent’s Message

Capital Improvement Project

We recently passed the halfway point of the 2019-2020 school year. 
It seems like only yesterday I was welcoming our students back to 
school.  Throughout this newsletter, you will find many items of interest 
from each of our buildings, some recognitions earned and some 
exciting investments we will be making in our programs across the 
District. I encourage you to read the report closely and monitor the 
District’s website for the most current information, dates and important 
messages. The website can be found at www.royhart.org.

Please make an effort to reach out and say hello when you see me around the schools 
and town, send me a note via email at hstopinski@royhart.org or follow me on Twitter 
@DrStopinski.

Sincerely,

Dr. Hank Stopinski
Superintendent of Schools

In May of 2019, the voters of the Royalton-Hartland Central School District approved 
a 12.1 million dollar investment in our school facilities and grounds. The District 
encourages our community members to visit the Capital Improvement Updates 
section on our website (www.royhart.org) to learn the details behind the plan, view 
updated photos and information specific to the project. 

During the summer of 2020, extensive work will take place on the roof systems of 
our schools, two playgrounds, two parking areas, a new tennis court and more. The 
Department of Environmental Conservation will be completing their work at the 
high school and middle school, and routine maintenance and improvements will take 
place on all school grounds and facilities.  Specific details regarding the scheduling 
of work, changes in access and parking and other details will be forthcoming via the 
website and communication from our schools.

As always, the District looks forward to any comments and feedback from the 
community on the current and future work being proposed.



ROYALTON-HARTLAND CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

2   |   The Royalton-Hartland Report • www.royhart.org

Roy-Hart FFA Team Are National Event Winners at FFA Competition
Congratulations to the Environmental 
Science FFA team of Ashton Becker, 
Aidan Covert, Tagen Decker and Lorna 
Becker who came home to Royalton-
Hartland as national winners from the 
92nd National FFA Convention and Expo 
in Indianapolis, Indiana.  

The team, who are taught by Agriculture 
Educator and FFA Advisor Matthew 
Sweeney, finished 25th out of 45 teams 
across the country and were awarded 
a Silver ranking for their efforts.  As 
individuals, Ashton received a Gold 
ranking, Aidan and Tagen a Silver ranking 

in the Atrium” Concert at Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute. The students enjoyed 
playing this concert and understand the 
value in giving back to the community.
Many students were selected to 
participate in the Niagara County Music 
Educators’ Association (NCMEA) All-
County Festivals which are held during 
February.  For more information on the 
NCMEA Festivals, please visit www.
ncmea.com.

There are still many events the 
Music Department will be involved in 
throughout the rest of the school year 
- the High School Festival Concert is on 
March 31, the Orchestra Students will be 
going to Houghton College on May 15 and 
16 for the Spring String Festival and the 
Middle School Bands will be competing 
at the “Music in the Park” Festival at 
Darien Lake on May 29.

There will be four performances for 
Spring Concert Season. The Elementary 
Concert will be on May 18, the Middle 
School’s grades 5 and 6 Concert will be 
on June 2, grades 7 and 8 will be on June 
3. The High School Concert is on June 8 
which is also the night we recognize the 
Seniors of the Music Department.  All 
Spring Concerts are in the High School 
Auditorium and will start at 7:00 PM. We 
hope to see you there!!

A lot has happened so far this year 
with the Royalton-Hartland Music 
Department. We had 13 students 
selected for the New York State School 
Music Association (NYSSMA) Zone 1 
Junior High Area All-State Festival, 15 
students selected for the NYSSMA Zone 
1 Senior High Area All-State Festival, 
and 2 students selected for the NYSSMA 
All-State Conference Festival.  These 
students competed against music 
students in the 4 counties of Western 
New York (Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, 
Erie and Niagara) for the Area All-
State Festivals and the students who 
were selected for NYSSMA All-State 
Conference competed against music 
students throughout the State of New 
York.

Our Winter Showcase Concerts 
were performed to very appreciative 
audiences. The High School Chorus 
had their Broadway Cabaret Concert in 
October.  A highlight of the night was 
the announcement of the Musical for 
this school year. The musical, “Curtains” 
will be performed in the High School 
Auditorium on March 20 at 7:30 PM, and 
March 21 at 2:00 PM and 7:30 PM. For 
more information about the show, please 
visit the Roy-Hart website.

On December 19 the High School 
Orchestra performed their annual “Music 

Teacher Matthew Sweeney, Tagen Decker, Aidan 
Covert, Ashton Becker and Lorna Becker.  

and Lorna a high Bronze ranking.  No 
small feat considering they had just 
several weeks to prepare for competition 
as opposed to the months the other 
teams had to get ready.  “The silver 
ranking is an excellent showing for New 
York State,” says Mr. Sweeney.  “Ashton 
receiving a Gold ranking means she 
placed in the top 50 of those competing.  
She was the 31st place in the entire 
competition.  The team did extremely 
well considering how little time they had 
to prepare once they learned they had 
won at the state level.  I am very happy 
how they performed.” 

Music Department Notes
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Thanks to the generosity of many 
Royalton-Hartland Community members, 
two students in the district are seeing 
the world through different eyes.  
Billy Kusnierczak and Gavin Ickowski, 
elementary school students, were each 
gifted with a pair of Enchroma glasses.  
Both boys are colorblind and these 
cutting-edge glasses allow them to see 
color.  

Casey Yeager, a member of the PTA, 
spearheaded getting the boys this 
special gift.  “I had posted on my social 
media a story about a boy who was given 
these glasses and was able to see color 
for the first time and how emotional 
it was for everyone.  Someone posted 
that they would love to get Billy a pair of 
those glasses.  With the holidays coming 
up, I thought that maybe we could get 
a fundraiser going to see if we could 
raise enough to do that.”  She reached 
out to her contacts in the community 
and they sold five dollar raffle tickets 
and managed to raise almost $1,200!  
“Our community is fabulous!” says Mrs. 
Yeager.  “We raised that money in less 
than a week’s time.  So a huge thank you 
to our teachers, Principal Donna Van 

Two Roy-Hart Students Given the Gift of Color

STEAM Club at Elementary School is A-Mazing
Students in the Elementary School STEAM club have been having a great time with the change in season.  The third and fourth 
graders have turned their Ozobots robots into Snowbots!  The students had a ball coding their snowbots to travel through a 
maze.   

Slyke, our parents and our friends at 
Serenity Hair Salon.”  

The day of the reveal, December 20th, 
not only did Santa show up, but the local 
fire department and police department.  
Billy is a huge fan of firetrucks and it 
made the event even more special for 

him.  When the two boys 
were gathered in front of 
the elementary school 
they were blown away 
with the display and then 
even more so with their 
new gift.  When each boy 
put on their new glasses, 
there was not a dry eye 
in the house.  “This is 
so cool,” said Billy as he 
saw color for the first 
time.  “This is the best 
Christmas present!”  
Ms. Yeager says there 
is enough money to 
have the boys’ regular 
glasses prescription 
to be placed in the 
glasses as well.  Dr. 
Stopinski, the District’s 
Superintendent, was 

in attendance as well and said it made 
the holiday season special for him 
to be part of.  “The community and 
school partnerships in Roy-Hart are 
extraordinary!  Every day I walk in and 
see some interface between us.  It is 
going to be a very merry Christmas for 
lots of our families.”  

(LtoR) Santa (Mr. Andrew Lang – School Business Adminsitrator), Mr. 
Ickowski (Dad), Mrs. Ickowski (Mom), Gavin Ickowski (4th grade), Billy 
Kusnierczak, Mr. Mike Kusnierczak (back), Ryan Kusnierczk, Mrs. Erin 
Kusnierczak (Mom), Alaina Kusnierczak (sister), and Kieara Darrell 
(sister).
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We Got Spirit!We Got Spirit!
National Honors Society Hosts Canned Food 
Drive Competition
Through the month of December, the Roy-Hart National Honors 
Society ran a canned food drive.  Grade levels competed against 
each other, and their teachers, in an attempt to win a Paula’s 
Donut party. Members of the group also volunteered at the 
swim meet and basketball games during the week accepting 
cans in exchange for admission to the events.  All the donations 
will benefit the Middleport Food Pantry and the families that it 
supports.

The seniors and staff were head to head for most of the 
competition and at the end the seniors pulled it off for the win with 
630 cans!  The totals for the cans by grade level were as follows:

Freshmen: 205
Sophomores:94
Juniors:188
Seniors:630
Staff: 328

All together with the sporting events, we collected over 1600 cans!  Thank you to all who supported the NHS Canned Food Drive!  

11 Roy-Hart Students Inducted into National Technical Honor Society
Congratulations to 11 Royalton-Hartland 
CSD students from the Orleans and Niagara 
Career and Technical Education Centers 
who were recently inducted into the 
National Technical Honor Society.  Reed 
Albee (Electricity/Electronics), Abigail 
Ander (Allied Health), Madison Brown 
(Fashion Design/Interior Decorating), 
Shayna Bulmer (Cosmetology), Noah Draper 
(Welding), Logan Edwards (Culinary Arts), 
Jenna Gioeli (Early Childhood Education), 
Timothy Hertel (Electricity/Electronics), 
Michael Huntington (Building Trades), 
Kennedy Lang (Allied Health), Jazmine 
Michel (EMS), Bailey Newton (Welding) 
and Jamie Seib (Building Trades) were 
recognized for their achievement.

Out of all the high school students in the 
United States, the National Technical 
Honor Society students who receive 
this honor comprise 1.6 percent of that 
population.   For staff at the Orleans/
Niagara BOCES center, they represent the 
four pillars of the National Technical Honor 
Society: Scholarship, leadership, service 
and character. 

The students were honored at the Orleans/
Niagara BOCES’ technical education 
center in front of their teachers, families 
and school district representatives.  The 
students had to maintain an 89.5 grade 
average in their career and technical 
education programs and an 84.5 average 
at their high schools, have superior 
attendance, exemplary behavior, 
be a member in good standing with 
SkillsUSA and have a recommendation from 
a faculty member. 
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Our Elementary students gave a beautiful holiday performance at Absolut Care.

School Business Administrator Andy Lang shared a story with our 
elementary school students.

Reading

After an absence of many years, Cheerleading is back!  

Cheer!
Singing

Roy-Hart NHS Students Volunteer 
at Breakfast with Santa
Roy-Hart National Honors Society students Maddie Ciemny, 
Abigail Ander, Samantha Choate, Matthew Scott and Colin Dodge 
volunteered at the Breakfast with Santa Basket Raffle and 
Extravaganza at the Hartland Volunteer Fire Company in Gasport.  

Tech Wars!
Several teams from our district recently competed 
at the 23rd annual Tech Wars at Niagara County 
Community College.  Over 25 Western New York teams 
faced off in an exciting competition where students 
used what they learned in class and put it to real-world 
application.  

We sent eight students and competed in three events: 

Vex Robotics

Large Bridge 

STEM on-site   
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Holiday Party
On December 13th, the PTSA and 
NJHS hosted a holiday party for our 
Middle School students.  Over 100 
students attended! The PTSA created 
over ten game stations for students. 
Each student that attended received 
a goodie bag of candy and prizes. 
This was a wonderful holiday event!

Brooklyn Recognized 
for Doing the Right 
Thing!

Eighth grade student, Brooklyn 
Bottorff, won a Niagara County Do 
the Right Thing Award. The Juvenile 
Justice Task Force, in conjunction 
with the Niagara County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Niagara Police 
Athletic League’s program, is 
designed to positively impact the 
youth of Niagara County by publicly 
recognizing children who distinguish 
themselves through their behavior 
and by establishing themselves 
as role models for their peers.  
Brooklyn is a student that always 
demonstrates positive behavior and 
is a leader within the building. 

Congratulations to our Middle School’s December Students of the Month are: 
Izsak Bugyi, Peyton May, Mykayla McCarthy and Samantha Silsby!

Students of the month

Izsak Bugyi Mykayla McCarthyPeyton May Samantha Silsby

Middle School Students Make 
Holidays Brighter for Others
The spirit of giving continues to be in the air at Roy-Hart Middle School. Mrs. Maigret’s 
(Family and Consumer Science/Health) worked with her students to bake cookies 
for two local organizations that provide dinners to our community members on 
Christmas. Additionally, Ms. Godfrey (Reading Specialist), worked with her National 
Junior Honor Society members to collect over 100 pairs of socks for Children’s 
Hospital. Finally, Mrs. Schlosser (6th Grade ELA/Reading Specialist) worked with her 
students to create several blankets, which will be donated to Children’s Hospital.
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Samantha Choate is    
St. John Fisher Bound

Senior Samantha Choate has signed a letter of intent with St. 
John Fisher College to play field hockey.  

Sam is the Roy-Hart Team Captain and is 1st Team Niagara-
Orleans All League Selection and 2nd Team All Western New 
York Team Selection – WNY Athletics.  

What a Move!
Congrats to Gavin Ciarfella and Brett Ricker who both took 1st 
place at the 52nd Holiday Wrestling Akron Varsity Tournament!  
Gavin won the 99LB weight class and Brett won the 113lb weight 
class.

\

 (LtoR) Brett Ricker and Gavin Ciarfella.   

Jr. Aidan Bligh Makes 
2019 Fall All WNY Small 
Schools For Boys Soccer

Marissa Scott to Represent 
NYS at Indigenous Games
We are so proud of Marissa Scott, who has been chosen to 
represent New York State as a member of the 16U Volleyball 
team at the North American Indigenous Games 2020.  The 
games will be held in Halifax, Nova Scotia from July 12th-18th 
with over 5,000 participants from North America competing in 
16 sports. 

Marissa Scott with Mr. Chad Owen (R-H BOE President), and Mr. John 
Grzymala (R-H Athletic Director) at the Royalton-Hartland Board of 
Education meeting where she was recognized.  
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BOARD OF EDUCATION
Chad Owen, President 
Tom Brigham, Jr., Vice President

Coach Holahan Recognized with 
Section VI Sportsmanship Award
Royalton-Hartland Coach, Bill Holahan, 
was recently honored at the Section 
VI Coaches Sportsmanship Awards. 
The 19th Sportsmanship Recognition 
Dinner, held at the Columns Banquet 
facility, honored several coaches from 
various sports of the 95 schools that are 
members of the organization. They were 
recognized for their coaching abilities 
and, more importantly, their ability to 
teach their student-athletes the value of 
good sportsmanship on and off the field. 

Following the dinner, Coach Holahan, 
who is entering his 43rd year for 
coaching, was presented with his 
award. He is the current Head Coach for 
the Girls Varsity Volleyball team and a 
past Varsity Girls Softball team coach. 
Royalton- Hartland Athletic Director 
John Grzymala spoke on behalf of the 
school district and the Niagara-Orleans 
League. “I have been in the Roy-Hart 
School District for ten years and Bill has 
been a great role model for not only me, 
but for thousands of Roy-Hart student-
athletes,” he said. 

Coach Holahan addressed the crowd 
that included his wife and daughter, “It 
has been an honor to coach at Roy-Hart, 
especially with all the support that I 

have had over the years and to have 
guided and watched the growth and 
development of the Roy-Hart program 
since its humble beginnings in the mid 
1970’s. I still am in contact with a number 
of my former players who still play with 
us over the summer.” 

Coach Holahan has coached his Lady 
Rams team to eight Niagara-Orleans 
Titles in 1983, 1991, 1994, 1996, 1997, 2008 
and 2009. Under his leadership the team 
also has three Sectional titles in 1983, 
1987 and 1996. 

Doug Ames (Section VI Sportsmanship 
Coordinator), Adam Stoltman (Superintendent 
of Alden Schools/Member of Section VI Board), 
Coach Bill Holahan, John Grzymala and Jim 
Graczyk (Section VI Sportsmanship Coordinator).

ROYALTON-HARTLAND CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Emergency School 
Closing Information
In the event that it becomes necessary 
to close the schools due to inclement 
weather or other emergencies, the 
following media will broadcast that 
information:

Television: WGRZ (Ch. 2), WIVB (Ch. 4)  
and WKBW (Ch. 7). Radio: WBEN (930 AM), 
WLVL (1340 AM)

Announcements will be made as early 
as possible. Please be sure that the 
school has up-to-date phone numbers for 
notification by automated messages.

Parents and students are asked to refrain 
from calling the schools or the transporta-
tion deptartment to obtain closing infor-
mation. Do not make the assumption that 
the district is closed because you have 
heard that other area schools have closed.

Students will not be transported to out-
of-district placements for students with 
disabilities, private or parochial schools 
on days that the District is closed for 
inclement weather.

Afternoon and evening activities are 
cancelled when the schools are closed for 
weather related emergencies.

Occasionally, we are forced to close earlier 
than the scheduled closing hour. Please 
instruct your child as to what he/she is to 
do in case of such an emergency.

Carol Blumrick  
Carrie Choate  
Sara Fry 

Jesse Snyder
Jeffrey Waters  

SUPERINTENDENT 
OF SCHOOLS
Dr. Hank Stopinski

DISTRICT CLERK
Mrs.  Marjorie Masters 
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RHSD Adult Education Program
The Spring Adult Education brochure is now available 
online. There are many course offerings, including fitness, 
cooking, and arts and crafts. Courses will begin at the end of 
February, so get your registration forms in now.

You do NOT need to be a district resident to sign up, so 
please share with friends and family.

Find full class descriptions and the registration form at 
www.royhart.org/adulteducation

Teach an 
Adult Education Class

Interested in teaching a workshop next 
semester? Contact us to let us know 
what you would like to teach!

Coordinators: Adam Eschborn and Dan Mault

Contact us with any questions at:
aeschborn@royhart.org or dmault@royhart.org 


